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USAF (ATLO) 



ftfr£A(J«C£i {L'rmtroi ntutiUr, prniiw rrftmtff, tU , Ji 



F2A? IR-55-52, dated 11 Augijsst 1952 



dated 29 APR 52 



GW «ifi«i>r«Acii in f^nni am*-4milet\£t iMt oi f>»rfrT Ir/f. iitfm uf rrpvrf ^ AF F'w^ (;i 



report concerns visual and radar sightings of an mldentlflod 



flying object by a pilot and a ground radar observer of the 1st liarina Aircraft 



2« The object, flying at an altitude of aporoxl»r>at3ly 10,500 feet In the 



vicinity of K-5» reported as a .Tovlng ball of fire Trlth a str 



The “object" has been tentatively identified as a treteor by the 



CoRscanding Officer 



0 Ground Control Intercept Squadron 3, Warlna Air 



Aircraft Wing: however if such Is the case, the 



Control Group 2. 1st 



object’s speed was probably underestl^iated 
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BANFIIX. 
General, ,USA 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 



ATIL Offlc 



5. T called Captain VERNCR, tha asaletant ooerations officer , described the 
tranga blips and Richmond l?'s report, an-l ivas advised to Inforn Devastate Able„ 
e coioloted our conversation at about 21 OU. 



6. To ensure as accurate a reoort as possible 1 VKrote do.vn the tiir/'s, b?nrin,:‘i 
and distances of the strange blios as I recalled the:n and then had it entered in the 
log bootc the facts I wished to include in ry report, to Devestate Abla. I estl rated 
that the blios as I recalled then, if conn<3cted as one track, would have Indicated a 
speed of about 1200 to li^CO knots. This seemed too high so I con al dared that It eas 
possible that there would have been two aircraft one behind the other, moving at 600 
to SCO miles per hour rather than only one aircraft. 



7* about 2107 I callsd Devastate Able on the AC-CI ohone and endeavored to 
send the report approximately aa follows: 



Richmond 13 reports strange non conventional aircraft passed him pCO yards 
on starboard vdng about 1000 feet higher. Aircraft had ball of fire at tho rear with 
a very long streamer of flame. Object glimpsed at front before passing was not of 
any type known. Aircraft was going at a very high rate of speed. Ho notified me vhon 
ha checked in over K-3 at 2057 » I verified seeing several radar blips on r.eooa in 
direction 205 degrees at approximately the same tine Richmond 13 reported seeing 
strange aircraft. Vary conservative estimate of speed of 6C0 to SOO knots, because 
speed of 1200 to lUOO knots was to* high for one aircraft. It was probably two, ons 
behind the other. 



S, The circuit was weak and the controller asked that I repeat the message, 
repeated the message three times, the last time very slowly, before he was able to 
read it back correctly. The time was then 2125. Controller advised me to send any 
further information about the occurence over the regular switchboard telsohono. 



. 9« At about 2300 members of the oncoming CIO watch were discussing the meteor 

they h.ad seen while at the movie and described It as leaving a Icng brilliant trail® 
On Questioning them I deter.:rined that it had passed at about the time of my sighting 
the 9tra.nge blips. I reported this to Devastate Able on the switchboard ohone. The 
controller agreed that the meteor was probably what I had seen on the scope. 



10, On being' relieved at 21*00 I instructed ray relief to ask for amplifying in 
formation from Richmond 13 when he reported outbound. He later reoorted to me that 
Richmond IS had nothing further to report. 



/s/Leo N. Hagrodaky 
L30 N. KA.lROnSKf 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE iNFORMATlCN 



ATIL OL'flce, D/I FHA? 



lA jROQSKY 



Second Usutenanfc Leo U, NA:iRODSKY O^^OXl/6709 USMC 
Comriandin^, Officer, liarine Ground Control Interc^'^pt Squadron ^ 



FVom 



Uniflan tif led Radar Sightinj; 



as Senior Inlatch Controller at 



from 2000 to 2 UCO 



2. On coining on watch I noted that AC-CI phone circuit was weak and Instructed 
the duty telephone man to check it. He ad’/lsed Devestate Able that their transmitter 
batteries were apparently weak. Devastate Able stated that they would work on the 
circul t . 



At 20U7 I was ’’peaking", or read .lusting, the tuning of the controller plan 
e, in order that I could ensure that the radar teller reoorted all contacts* 
untng on an Inbound target Inter identified as Richmond which *wan then at 
raes , 50 miles. At 2 C 5 O, when Richmond IS was at 20 mil3s T noted a weak tar- 
205 degrees, 15 miles* Cn the ne/t swsep of the trace Richmond IS was at I 9 
ut thp faint target did not reappear and I attributed the first indication to 
rence. On the third sweep Richmond IS was turning toward K-5 and was about 
miles from MGCTS-5* A target appeared at 205 degrees, 27 miles and I started 
st the scope to get maximum nick un on that target. On the fourth sweeo Rich- 
was at about 215 de-croes, IT niles, and a target appeared at 205 degrees, 5 ? 

I did not connect this target with the 5i*<l sweeo target, because it was so far 
and thought that two Richmcni aircraft were coming up from the south. On the 
weep, fifty seconds after the first faint target had appeared, Richmond IS was 
t 220 degress, I 5 mil as and a strong peculiar blip about 2 miles In length and 
at an angle of about SO degrees from tlia trace of a normal target appeared at 
rees, 5® miles, I could not whether It was an aircraft or soma t^'pe of 

rar.ee and did not connect it with the previous blips. No more unusual blips 
d -nd I decided th.at they had all been due to interference of some type. The 
aarings and distances are as I recalled then about seven or eight ininutes later^ 
elieve them' to be accurate within two miles and five degrees. The radar teller* 
as not peakM as high as mine and he did not see any blips other than Richmond 
did not call theradar teller* s attention to the unusual blips I had seen, be-* 
e was accurdtely reporting all other tracks, and I believed that Interference 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 



1 ^ 



It'S 



ATTL 01*1109, D/I, FiiAr 




2- TJiou^h tha erapM.c plot chartLngs indlcata a slightly erratic course, tha 
Senior tVitch Controller's vrrlfcten statement Indicates a nearly coiiatur.t coarse 
boaring of 205®, 205®, 205®, ond 206° rsspectively for tho 1st, Jrdj'Uth and 
5th swaaps. No blip was observed on the 2nd sr/feep. Further . the chart's adaitf 
to an error of 2 nllos and five do;;rci3, Ti.erefore the constant course \headinj5 
of a mateorlle seems to be substantiated, 

» > 

3. A mateorite entering the eirth's atnosohere at 13,000 n.n.h., esoecially 
if flying a near— horizontal course, would crobably dernlorate ver^' rsuidly, A 
speed of IpOO r,o,h. at 10,000 ft« altitude iray be concomitant with these 
conditions. * ' 
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CIX4LSS J*XilALV'iiN 
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1, Tha foilovfing inform.i-.lon J»a3 forwarded to liarin^ Ground Control Ir.torcipt 
Squadron 5 as Enclosuro 1 to Air Defense Sactior. Daily Report for 9 August 1952 
from the Air Control Detach.- 3 r,t ! 

Ay nioL of RICHMAN 13 on course of 009, altitude 9itC0 feet, speed 2U0 
knots, ir. vicinity of at D 057 I report'd to Docdl ■j-bu,’; that he had si,^hted 
a long streamer of flanie .vlth a ball of fire at the front* This obj-aet 
passed him 900 yards off his starboard Tfini;, 1000 feet above on a liaading 
of 200 decrees. The oilot caught only a brlof glimpse, but stated Lh.la 
was a non-convontlonal tyoe aircraft, unknown or ever seen bofore by him, 
travoling at a high rate of spe^d. The pilot requosted th^t Lt. NA/R0D5Ki, 
the officer reading the scoca at Doodle-bug, verify his sighting by radar* 

Lt. NAGHODSKY verified tha following plots; 

t 

1. 1st Plot SQ5^565, 15 ailes from Doodle-bug heading 2090. Time, 20901* 

2. 2nd Plot EQ5550, 29 miles from Doodle-bug. Time, not logged. 

5. 5^ Plot Ex23ii2, 30 miles froan Doodle-bug, Time, not logged. 

U» Uth Plot EQ2955^ 55 miles from Doodle-bug. Time, not logged. 



B, Lt. MAGRODSXY reported thet the first three blios looked normal, 
howevor, the fourth and last j aopeared to be rather elongabsd. Ho 



esbimat'Od the speed to bo bet-»uen 600-'^0C ndles per hour. Lt, lIAvlRC^JoKi ’s 
first estimate of the clots were two aircraft, but after further tuning 
of the scope and subseouont reoorts from RICH?/AN lo, the Lt,*s conclusion 
with the pilot, that this was a very stubby aircraft, with swept back 
wings, possible Jet tyoe. Observation by the pilot was very limited due 
to the extremely high closing speed. 



C. This message was received in Devastate Able by 2nd Lt. D.E, SHA’JY at 
2120 and relayed to Shirley. 

D. Ho plots were roDorted to Do.’astatc Able on the above sightings, 

E. No jet aircraft wera scheduled to be in the area concerned. 

- 

2, Comments on the report by the Commanding Officer of the Squadron were: 

*■ 

A. It is my opinion that lieutenant NAlRODSKY’s final deduction that the 
unidentified blips men t toned in his roport ware caused by a meteor Is 
correct, (See Inclosure #1) 



B. If such Is the case, it Is apparent that his initial effort to provide 
a logical explanation for a series of observations which at the time seemed 
either unconnected or bey'ond crodltllity resulted In an underestimate. of 
the object ^ 3 speed, which would be about 1,600 knots if considered as a 
single track. 
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1. Tho rr.identi fled cb;-act vas first ''io't'jJ it 15 n 
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int»r' r '* 'd . ; in': >r^r *: it 

attention was focused cr. Rlchman it. 
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